Speech Wim Michiels - Antwerp European Industry summit 2026
Dear Vice President Ribera, dear colleagues,

| am Wim Michiels, CEO of Proviron. We are a family owned company, producing specialty chemicals
which we are selling all over the world. Next year, we celebrate our 50 birthday and we are
introducing the third generation, they are in their 20'ies. Today's European Industry summit is to
safeguard their future, in my opinion. At the same time, it is beautiful to see that this younger
generation also embraces the sustainable goals we are striving for. Sustainability in its full
meaning:

e we should be prosperous in the first place to preserve our long term future and to have
enough proceeds to pay for our developments

e we should be social to spread the welfare we generate together, the buying power of
Europe is our biggest strength

e we should be environmental and bring safe and attractive products to the market

To answer your question on prioritization: we have reached a point where asking which single
challenge Europe should prioritize—deeper Single Market integration, faster decarbonisation, or
greater energy security and independence—is no longer relevant. Years of insufficient action have
left us confronting all these challenges at once, and delaying on any front is no longer an option.

Let us be clear: energy security and independence are the essential foundation of our industrial
competitiveness. Without affordable and reliable energy, our businesses and citizens cannot thrive.
Current energy taxes are simply unsustainable for our industries and households alike. The push for
faster decarbonisation must be tempered by the realities of global competition, where our rivals
benefit from generous subsidies and fewer constraints. We cannot afford to undermine our own
competitiveness while others forge ahead unburdened.

At the same time, the promise of a true Single Market remains unfulfilled. Integration and
regulatory simplification are critical, yet too often, legislative efforts to “simplify” only add layers of
complexity, stifling innovation and burdening entrepreneurs. We must break this cycle and deliver
genuinely streamlined rules that empower, not hinder, European industry.

| propose three immediate, reinforcing actions.

First, we must enable a circular economy by investing in EU-based recycling systems, keeping
valuable resources within our borders and reducing dependency on external suppliers.

Second, we need rigorous enforcement so that all imports fully comply with EU regulations—no
exceptions.

Third, as a rapid safeguard for our industries, we should cap import volumes at 2015 levels and
impose higher duties on any excess. This swift measure will provide breathing room for our
businesses as we adapt to the new realities.

The time for half-measures has passed. Only by addressing these challenges together—with
urgency, pragmatism, and determination—can Europe secure its industrial future and uphold its
promise of prosperity for all.
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